
Agency Overview

Economic Affairs Interim Subcommittee

February 10, 2022



LEADERSHIP INTRODUCTIONS
Å  Adam Schafer ïDeputy Director   

Å  Jennifer Pelej ïBrand MT Division

Å  Liane Taylor ïBusiness MT

Å  Cheryl Cohen ïHousing MT Division 

Å  Renee Lemon ïCommunity MT Division 

Å  Dan Villa ïBoard of Investments 

Å  Elijah Allen ïHeritage Preservation & Development Commission 

Å  Gary KoepplinïBoard of Horse Racing 

Å  Adam Gill ïFacility Finance Authority 

Å  Frederick Van Den Abbeel ïBusiness Attraction Manager 

Å  Amy Barnes ïActing Chief Legal Counsel

Å  Craig Woods ïBudget Manager



WHAT WE DO

The Montana Department of Commerce 

administers a diverse set of programs that 

help Montana build and grow a sustainable 

economy to benefit its communities and 

citizens.



HOW WE DO IT

ÅTransparency and Accountability at All Levels

ÅFocus on Efficiency and Return on Taxpayer 

Investment

ÅConstant Innovation

ÅAttention to Customer/Client Service
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BUSINESS ATTRACTION

A Big Sky Trust Fund 

appropriation of $500,000 per 

year supports our business 

recruitment activities.



BUSINESS MT:  EXPORT MONTANA

We disbursed grant funds 

to 124 companies, 

resulting in projected sales 

of $47.3M, an ROI of 

$78.1M, and the support of 

96 jobs.



BUSINESS MT:  COMMERCE LOAN PROGRAMS

Å  Wood Products RLF Program

Å  SSBCI (State Small Business Credit Initiative) 

Å  Certified Regional Development Corporations 



BUSINESS MT

SBDC provided one-to-one 

counseling for 1,958 business 

owners and entrepreneurs, and 

trained an additional 3,188.



BUSINESS MT

Å  Big Sky Economic Development Trust Fund

Å  Primary Sector Workforce Training Grant

Å  ARPA Workforce Training Grant Program

Å  SBIR/STTR Matching Funds Program 



BUSINESS MT:  INDIAN COUNTRY 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Å  Indian Equity Fund

Å  Native American Collateral Support Program

Å  Native American Made in Montana

Å  State Tribal Economic Development Commission

Å  Tribal Business Planning Grants 

Å  Tribal Tourism



MONTANA EMERGENCY RENTAL ASSISTANCE

1719, 15%

6723, 57%

2545, 21%

32, 0%

835, 7%

11,584 Complete Apps Submitted                        
Including 2,225 Cont. Assistance Apps

April 5, 2021 to Jan 27, 2022

Apps Under Review

Apps Approved

Apps Ineligible /
Duplicates

Potentially Fraudulent
Apps Under Review

Potentially Fraudulent
Apps Rejected

1.86 1.80 1.08 0.99 0.89 0.77 0.58

$19.5

$44.8

$36.5

$29.0

$9.1
$11.7

$16.5

Idaho West
Virginia

Montana Delaware S. Dakota N. Dakota Wyoming

Small Population State Comparison

Population in Millions Awards in Millions $6,880 Average Household Award



4% / PRIVATE ACTIVITY BONDS

$33,584,712

$6,000,000

$112,015,000

$135,388,504

2018 2019 2020 2021

Private Activity Bonds / 4% Credit 
Allocation

Allocation in Millions

The 4% / Private Activity Bonds allocation includes allocation of prior year carryforward balance.  
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48

732 756
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Private Activity Bonds / 4% Credits 
Units 

Units




